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1. Clearly describe what the urban sustainability index is (Bouton, Lindsay, & Woetzel, 2002)
Urban sustainability index refers to the certain procedure established in the analysis of the sustainable development to evaluate, measure, or assess city performance within the emerging markets based on specific categories of sustainability (Bouton, Lindsay, & Woetzel, 2002). The concept is based on five-part explanation of sustainable development which also comprises of 18 indicators that are critical within the emerging markets through which the data to be used for the analysis is available. The general five indexes used in measuring sustainability in the emerging economies include basic needs, resource efficiency, environmental cleanliness, built environment, as well as commitment towards the future of sustainability. The five have different sub-branches which total to 18 indicators which are critical for the sustainability of these indexes. For instance, Basic needs comprise of five indicators: supply of water, health services, housing, and education. These indicators, through SDI, would then be described through different measurement methods. For example, water supply would be measured through the rate at which water is accessed; housing would be evaluated through the living space, among others (Bouton, Lindsay, & Woetzel, 2002).  
2. Identify an example of how one emerging market city has adopted a sustainable environmental policy. Identify the city and clearly describe the specific policy that was adopted.
Curitiba, a city in Brazil, came up with a sustainable environmental policy in the late 1960s and 1970s focused on responding to increased population. The town established a metropolitan economic strategy. Consequently, the policy increased the quality of lives in the city by focusing on efficient urban transportation. The Institute of Research and Urban Planning in Curitiba (IPPUC) was formed in the year 1965 to manage the structural roads. The main aim of the policy was to make public transport use buses only, construct roads with a central lane for buses commuting from one point to the other direction, and make the residents be at a distance from the streets. As a result, the policy became successful as over 80% of travelers would use the express lane, auto trips were reduced by 27 million annually, and fuel consumption was also reduced thus making the environment sustainable (Bouton, Lindsay, & Woetzel, 2002).
3. Discuss how, according to the model of sustainable growth outlined in the reading, this policy is designed to be sustainable.
According to the sustainable model, one of the critical indicators and determinants of sustainability in the emerging cities if affordability. Therefore, through the significant research on the issue identified from the research, and SDI is critical since while analyzing the development of a town all the essential areas of development are considered. However, the results of the model did not establish any difference between performance within our index and economic growth and its performance (Bouton, Lindsay, & Woetzel, 2002). Therefore, depending on the index in consideration, sustainability can be achieved in either reduction of the costs, risk of diseases, overpopulation, among other factors.
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